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"I am overjoyed to learn that you are the direct descendent of Sri Late 
3opinatha Venkatakavi garu. the greatest poet of the 1 9th century. As a matter 
of fact I am the first person to bring to the notice of the public his great and 
everlasting contributions toTelugu literature ......... As for his works ......... 

ladhikaparinayam partly printed in Ratnakaram, a journal in Masulipatnam in 
894, this journal is not available ............... 

I take opportunity of writing to you to know something about the family 

* Sri Venkatakavi garu. Are there any elder persons in your family now who 

;an give some information about your family ......... I will most willingly do what 

all I can in bringing to light the greatness of Sri Venkatakavi garu", 



., 

" ......... As for a critical study of the works of Sri Venkata Kavi garu, I am 

equally happy to note that you have anticipated my intention of writing the 
same. As a matter of fact I wanted to write about this and also critical biography 
of Sri Venkatakavi garu to you even before. But since it was my first letter to 
you I did not mention it. It was with the intention of writing a biography and 
critical study of his works, I wrote to you for details. I am writing to the persons 
whom you have mentioned. Can I get any information regarding the date of 
birth at least the year and date of his death 1 

This is the time when a critical and exhaustive study of his works should 
be made and his place in the history of modern literature has to be evaluated. 
In the opinion of competent critics. Sri Venkatakavi garu is the last of the great 
aalaxv of ooets commencina form Nannava in Teluau literature. 



If a biography with a critical study of his works is first brought out then it 
will go a long way in popularising the works of Sri Venkatakavi garu, which is 
our cherished desire. The biography and the studies should not be a big 
volume, it will be about 300 pages and on the lines of Indian Men of letters 
series. I have already published a biography of that type of Potana. It is 

published by National book trust of India". 
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The epic Remayana has a unique place in the world of Sanskrit literature and 
poetry. Outside Vedic-poetry, Valmiki's Ramayana is the first work of poetry.in 
Sanskrit. Valimiki is hailed the poet's poet and his classic is the first work of importance. 
The book is unmatched in the sublimity of its theme, supremely artistic, magnificently 
dramatic and charmingly lyrical. The greatness and the unique nature of this classic is 
also retained in its translation. Every regional translation of this classic is hailed as a 
great work. The translations also have become classics. For example Kamban's Tamil 
version, Tulasi's Ramacharitha Manas, Gopinath's Telugu version (under review) 
Krithivasa's Bengali and Ezhuttachan's Malayalam are all regarded master pieces in 
their respective languages. 

In the Telugu language, the Ramayana has been the favourite of the poets. We 
haveseveral verisions of Valmiki prose, poetry, drama. We have Bhaskaras, Raghunatha, 
the woman-poet Molla, Ramabhadra. But among all of them Gopinath's version is the 
closest to Valmiki. When we read each verse of this book we hear the ring of the 
authentic voice of Valmiki. 

The present volume covers all the six Kandas. Sundara stands out as the most 
poetic of all of them. It celebrates the devoted message of service of that great link 
character Hanuman. There is a familar verse in tradition which states - "The story in the 
Sundara Kanda is, beautiful, the character of sita is beautiful, the pranks of the monkeys 
are beautiful, we do not know what is not beautiful in the Sundara Kanda, " The present 
edition given by the scholar is splendid in every way. 

The hundred pages of introduction contain a praiseworthy appraisal of the moral 
and spiritual values of Ramayana. 

The great oriental scholar has summed up in an unimprovable way the message 
and excellence of the Ramayana. It is here affectation not to quote : 

There are in the whole range of world's literature few more poems charming, than 
the Ramayana. The classical purity, clearness, and the simplicity of style, the exquisite 
touches of poetic feeling, with which it abounds, the graphic description of the heroic 
incidents and nature's grandest scenes, the deep acquittance it displays with the 
conflicting workings and the most refined emotions of the human hearts, all these entitle 
it to rank among the most beautiful compositions that have ever appeared at any time 
in our country". - P. Nagaraja Rao 
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